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July 25, 1995
BUSINESSMAN GIVES UM LARGEST-EVER SCHOLARSHIP;
FLATHEAD TRIBAL MEMBER NAMED FIRST RECIPIENT
MISSOULA -
International businessman and conservationist Robert M. Lee has created the single largest 
undergraduate scholarship award in The University of Montana-Missoula’s history to help preserve 
Flathead Reservation native habitat.
The $8,000 annual scholarship, established at the UM Foundation, funds the education of 
an enrolled member of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes residing on the Flathead 
Reservation. Recipients must major in wildlife biology at UM-Missoula and agree to seek 
employment in that field on the Flathead Reservation after graduation.
The first recipient of the Robert M. Lee Foundation Scholarship is Alvin LaMere ot 
Ronan, who will transfer to UM this fall after completing two years of study in environmental 
science at Salish Kootenai College in Pablo. With satisfactory progress and compliance with the 
scholarship’s criteria, he may be eligible to renew the scholarship for up to three years.
The scholarship is the second major gift made to UM by Lee, who owns the Hunting World 
chain of outdoor sporting specialty stores worldwide. In 1988, Lee endowed a fund in the School 
of Forestry for wildlife management research.
Lee created the new scholarship because of his commitment to help maintain the area as a 






island in Flathead Lake. As a part-time resident of the Flathead Valley, Lee said he wants to help 
his Flathead neighbors maintain the reservation’s natural resources and believes that educating 
Native Americans who will provide environmental leadership on the reservation is the best way to 
accomplish that.
"I cannot even begin to express how important it is to educate our youth about 
conservation," Lee said. "Our company, Hunting World, is dedicated to conservation, exploration 
and education, so we feel it is imperative we proceed with wildlife education."
UM Forestry Dean Perry Brown said it was no surprise that the University’s wildlife 
biology program attracted Lee's interest. "Our program is recognized nationwide for its academic 
rigor and quality of our graduates," he said.
Wildlife biology is the largest academic program in the UM School of Forestry, accounting 
for nearly 40 percent of the school’s undergraduate majors and 25 to 30 graduate students.
Lee’s earlier gift to UM established the Lee Awards for graduate students to support 
research projects emphasizing management of exotic wildlife species, such as Marco Polo sheep 
indigenous to the Pamir Mountains in China. Lee, a Fellow of Exploration in the Explorers Club, 
in 1980 was the first westerner to explore China’s Pamir Mountains since the 1920s.
Increasing ethnic diversity on the UM campus has been a priority for President George M. 
Dennison. Providing more scholarships for Native Americans, the state s largest minority, is a 
way to reach that goal, he said.
"While natural resources are highly valued by Native Americans, historically there have 
been far too few Native Americans entering scientific fields such as wildlife biology, he said.
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"With the incentive of Mr. Lee’s significant scholarship for a Salish-Kootenai tribal member, the 
University can take a major step toward encouraging men and women from the state’s reservations 
to pursue wildlife conservation studies."
m
Contact: Dean Perry Brown, 243-5521; Kathy Schaub, UM Foundation, 243-2593.
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